
PDC implements video recording 
observation in STP Units
Video Surveillance confined to public areas and 
common non-private areas

Your Porterville Chapter representatives want all BU 
18 employees to be aware that the facility’s security 
surveillance cameras located in the Secure Treatment 
Program Units are transmitting recorded video footage 
for observation by the Office of Protective Services. The 
targeted areas for the video surveillance include public 
areas and non-private common areas. The PDC promotes 
the Safety Video Observation and Recording System as 
an effective means to ensure the safety and security of 
PDC clients, employees and staff.  The recorded media will 
support OPS patrols.

Notice
As a result of CAPT’s recent meet and confer, 
PDC management agreed to inform all new 

BU 18 employees of the Safety Video Observation and 
Recording System during new employee orientation. 
Management also complied with CAPT’s request to post 
signage on applicable unit bulletin boards to remind 
employees that “Active Recording/Monitoring” is being 
conducted.

Scope
Although the surveillance is confined to 
public areas and common non-private ar-
eas, including training sites and other des-

ignated areas, be aware that designated personnel 
may adjust a camera to view a particular area whenev-
er and wherever there is a legitimate safety concern.  
 

The surveillance is restricted in areas where 
a reasonable expectation of privacy exists. 
These areas include restrooms, locker rooms, 
designated changing and/or lactations areas, 

bedrooms, bathrooms, showers, medication/treatment 
rooms, storage rooms, and employee breakrooms.   

The collected media, which is soundless and records only 
video images, is transmitted to monitors located in a cen-
tral unit location, OPS Control Room, Executive Director’s 
Office and Plant Operations.

The recorded images will be used for the following 
purposes: 

► to respond to critical incidents, 
► to prevent, deter, and identify criminal activity, 
► as prosecuting evidence, 
► to document interactions among staff and clients          
for safety purposes, and 
► to document client activity to safeguard the public.

Retention
Video records will be deleted after six months; 
however, records obtained and utilized by PDC, 
OPS or a law enforcement agency as part of an 

investigation, criminal or otherwise, will be retained for a 
minimum of three years. 

X

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Porterville Chapter at (559) 781-2278. 
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