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State Psychiatric Technicians rally for workplace safety and appropriate staffing Sep. 10

State-employed psychiatric technicians from Bargaining Unit 18 will hold a rally Monday, Sep. 10 outside 
the front main entrance of Atascadero State Hospital to demonstrate the immediate need for safer staffing 
allocations that should prevent unnecessary health and safety violations. 

The new staffing procedure, which is based on licensing minimums as opposed to an acuity-based staffing 
model, was to be implemented Sep. 10. The local administration and Sacramento has decided, however, to 
reconsider and delay implementation until further notice. We are waiting for their response. BU 18 believes 
minimum staffing jeopardizes the health and safety of both staff and patients.  
 
“Safety is more important than convenience,” said Paul Hannula, CAPT Atascadero Chapter president, and state 
vice president. “Safety and appropriate staffing is not an exercise in futility. At Atascadero State Hospital, it is a 
matter of life or death for the staff and the patients. Hindsight is a wonderful thing, but foresight is even better. 
In the many years I have worked at Atascadero, I am certain that we are traveling on a dangerous road. I know 
our patient history and an acuity-based staffing model is the only way to enhance our health and safety.”  
 
“Our priority is to keep Atascadero State Hospital safe for workers and patients,” Hannula added. “Our priority 
does not stop here. We also urge the Department of State Hospitals to recognize the need for increased 
staffing and safety at all state hospitals.”  
 
To get involved and learn about the upcoming event, please visit www.psychtechs.net. 
 
Rally location and time: 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (we ask media to arrive between 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.) 
Atascadero State Hospital main entrance 
 
CAPT is the professional association for approximately 14,000 state-licensed psychiatric technicians who work 
in California programs serving people with mental illnesses and developmental disabilities. CAPT is also the 
elected union representative (BU 18) for psychiatric technicians and related professionals working in State of 
California facilities. 
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