
Your CAPT representatives participated in two community forums last week on the 
future of the Sonoma Developmental Center. The first assembly, organized by State 
Senator Mike Mcguire, was held at SDC on Aug 13. At that assembly, the Depart-
ment of Developmental Services gave a report and employees voiced their concerns 

regarding SDC’s proposed closure. The Aug. 20 town hall meeting held at Sonoma’s Altamira Middle School 
brought local, state and federal leaders together to provide an update and overview of the issues related to the 
transition plan and recommended closure process of SDC. A summary of both events is provided below.

Community forums discuss 
implications of SDC’s closure

At the Aug. 13 assembly, DDS 
reported on a number items, including 
attempts made to get the decertified 
units at the facility recertified, 
funding for the facility, staffing ratios 
and incentives to keep employees 
from leaving the facility before the 
closure date. While there may have 
been many topics presented, the 
information provided was scarce, and 
Sen. McGuire scolded the department 
for not being prepared. 

CAPT activists and President 
Juan Nolasco gave presentations, 
questioned department 
representatives, and informed the 
people about the Community State 
Staffing Program that was recently 
negotiated.  While the proposed idea 
to have state staff follow their clients 
out of the DCs into the community 
sounds great, it is completely 
contingent upon community providers 
contracting with the state for services. 

Community providers have stated 
countless times in legislative budget 
committee hearings how their doors 
are being shut due to lack of funding. 
Community providers say they can 
only afford to pay their workers $11 
to $12 an hour.  If this is true, there 
is no way a community provider can 
afford to pay the contracted wage of 
a psychiatric technician.  The plan, 
therefore, would be contingent on 
some form of subsidization from the 
state in order to attract providers to 
participate in the program.

The largely attended Aug. 20 
town hall meeting, co-hosted by Sen. 
Mike McGuire, delivered an ambitious 
agenda that resulted in little new 
information. The predominant theme 
carried by all the event’s speakers was 
the order of the SDC closure priorities: 
the residents, the people serving 
the residents, and lastly, the land. 
California Health and Human Services 
Secretary Diana Dooly pledged to make 
the transition of the residents into 
the community safe. She also stated 
there were no plans to designate the 
property as a surplus, and stressed 
the importance of preserving the skills 
of those serving the developmentally 
disabled for the future. 

CAPT Consultant Coby Pizzotti 
addressed the delegation questioning 
whether the recent settlement 
agreement that provided federal 
funding participation for SDC for the 
next two years was contingent upon 
SDC closing in 2018; and, if so, how 
would such an agreement not be a 
matter of federal extortion? CHHS 
Secretary Dooly firmly denied that the 
continued federal funding was at all 
tied or related to the closure of SDC.

Each member of the Sonoma 
County Legislative Delegation offered 
general comments of support and 
concern for the residents, their families 
and guardians, SDC employees and 
the community. The most influential 
comments, as indicated by the 
audience’s response and applause, 

came from Supervisor Susan Gorin and 
Parent Hospital Association President 
Kathleen Miller. Gorin and Miller spoke 
passionately about the work of the 
Transform Sonoma Developmental 
Center Coalition and its vision to take 
advantage of the resources already in 
place at SDC.  

Gorin warned of the unintended 
consequences of closing SDC, saying 
that while some residents may 
have a successful transition into the 
community, many will not. Former 
SDC residents could eventually end 
up in psychiatric facilities and jails, 
Gorin cautioned.  Miller also raised 
awareness about the risks associated 
with placing behavioral residents in 
community settings. 

Miller ended her address urging 
the assembly and legislative delegation 
to shift its focus from closing SDC to 
transforming SDC. Similarly,  Gorin 
urged people to carry the SDC 
transformation vision and message  
to their local, state and federal 
representatives. 

To learn more about transforming 
SDC, visit www.transformsdc.com.
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