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By a recent judicial order, Psych Techs, along with Registered Nurses 
and Licensed Vocational Nurses, working at a California Department 
of Corrections and Rehabilitation Adult Institution, are to carry and ad-
minister intranasal naloxone to inmate/patients who are experiencing 
depression of respiratory function due to an opioid overdose.

The order followed the Food and Drug Administration’s approval of an intranasal formulation of the opioid antag-
onist, naloxone, and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s recommendation that states implement new 
policies widening the availability of first-responder administered intranasal naloxone for the purpose of reducing 
opioid-induced morbidity and mortality rates.  

The national opioid overdose epidemic claims 91 lives each day.  As first responder healthcare providers, we may now ad-
minister the intranasal formulation of Narcan under proper guidelines emergently without a patient-specific doctor order. 

On June 29, CAPT met with representatives from CDCR/CCHCS to discuss the impact the new policy has on our li-
censes and in our role as healthcare providers. Present at the meeting were Southern Corrections Chapter President 
Marilyn Hayes, Northern Corrections Chapter President Kim Souza, CAPT Consultant Ann Lyles and, by teleconfer-
ence, State President Eric Soto. 

CAPT received CCHCS’s assurance that the new policy had been vetted by our licensing board, the BVNPT and that 
administering intranasal naloxone, which requires minimal preparation in the training and use, falls within our scope 
of practice. 

With that said, CAPT urges Psych Techs to thoroughly familiarize themselves with the proper training guidelines and 
procedures, as outlined in the following three documents: 

• Intranasal Naloxone Emergency Medical Response Local Operating Procedure Template
• Emergency Response Bag Checklist
• Opioid Overdose Treatment by Registered Nurses, Licensed Vocational Nurses, and 

Psychiatric Technicians Treatment Algorithm 

If you have not received the documents named above, contact your supervisor to obtain a 
copy as soon as possible.


